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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)03 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Taunton. 

The A/V receiver/processor of Taunton (noting Fig. 3) receives a first sequence of data 
packets (the receiver accommodating digital A/V programming formatted in MPEG: e.g. col. 4 
line 43) corresponding to a first channel, and a second packet sequence corresponding to a 
second channel in response to an interrupt (channel change). The processing arrangement 
includes elements 6 and 8 controlled by CPU 14, a consecutive image signal is formed for 
display on unit 18 through display generator 16, the processing involving a predetermined 
number of first and second data packets (standard MPEG decoding bit-rate processing). A 
substitute consecutive image sequence is generated so prompted by the interrupt such that the 
substitute packet data involves less packets than the predetermined (full) number of packets (e.g. 
col. 2 lines 8-16; 3 lines 9-17; col 7 lines 7-12; col. 4 lines 60-65; Figs. 4 and 5A- 6A), thereby 
meeting claims 1 and 7. 

As for claim 4, the processor operates such that during consecutive processing times, 
more packets are gradually used to form imagery of the second channel (thereby increasing 
resolution: col. 7 line 63 - col. 8 line 6). 
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2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

3. Claims 2, 3, 5 and 6 appear allowable over the prior art. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor R. Kostak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7348. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 6:30am-3 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David W. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Customer Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 308-HELP. 



Victor R. Kostak 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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